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Didier Samuel⇑
Centre Hepato Biliaire, Inserm Paris XI, U785, Hôpital Paul Brousse, AP-HP, 12, Avenue Paul Vaillant Couturier, 94800 Villejuif, FranceDear Friends, dear Colleagues,
It has been one year since our Editorial team has taken over the
Journal and it has been an extremely exciting adventure. We
received the Journal in excellent shape from the Milan editorial
team led by Massimo Colombo, and during the year that fol-
lowed, we managed to implement many major changes to the
Journal. These changes included some behind the scene re-orga-
nisation, whereby a central editorial ofﬁce was setup in Geneva,
led by Sonia Guimil, Managing Editor, and by Adam Swetloff
and Simona Negrini, Assistant Editors.
As you have probably noticed, we have paid particular atten-
tion to the improvement of the appearance and quality of the
articles published in the Journal. In particular, we have modiﬁed
the layout of the Journal adding a new cover image each month.
We have also modiﬁed the font size of the articles, introduced
more colour in the Journal, and decided to redesign all ﬁgures
and tables of manuscripts with the help of scientiﬁc graphic
designers.
The number of manuscripts per issue has been increased to
twenty to give the Journal the possibility to publish a higher
number of high-quality papers. Our team is now receiving more
than 2000 manuscripts/year, including approximately 1600 origi-
nal articles (2010 projection). As always, we have in mind that
the key to the success of the Journal remains to attract and pub-
lish even more high-quality papers. Indeed, we are proud toJournal of Hepatology 20
⇑ Tel.: +33 1 45 59 34 03; fax + 33 1 45 59 38 57.
E-mail address: didier.samuel@pbr.aphp.frannounce that the impact factor has continued to increase and
is now 7.81 and all our thanks go to the Milan team for this
achievement. Of course, we will make sure that this trend
continues.
New sections have been developed in the past year: the Focus,
Frontiers in Liver Transplantation, Clinical Application of Basic Sci-
ence, Snapshots, Controversies in Hepatology, and International
Hepatology. In addition to these innovations, we will work on
the improvement of our website design and try to adapt the Jour-
nal to new media tools.
I would like to thank Heiner Wedemeyer, Secretary General of
the European Association for the Study of the Liver (EASL) and all
the governing board of EASL for their continuous support of the
Journal. I would also like to personally thank the two Co-Editors,
Chris Day and Peter Galle, and all the team of Associate Editors
and Special Section Editors who have done a fantastic job during
this ﬁrst year.
Last but not least, I would also like to thank our readers and
ask them for feedback on the implemented changes in order to
give us new ideas that we can use to further improve the Journal.
As the ofﬁcial Journal of EASL, the leading international society
for the study of liver diseases, our continuous aim is to give
you the opportunity to read the best international papers in the
ﬁeld of hepatology.11 vol. 54 j 3
